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Amepdme^te to the Drawings; 

Tlie drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of tlie invention specified in the claims. Therefore, *nhe housing comprises a plurality of 
the cavities, a second anchor mounted on the second end of the cable, a second housing, wherein 
the second anchor is mounted in tlie second housing, an optical connector mounted on the second 
end of the cable (the limitations above in claims 11-16 and 25-26)" must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from tbe claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Conrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application, Any amended replacem ent drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should 
not be labeled as "amended. If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the E^ropriate figure must be 
removed fiom the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement 
Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the 
drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified 
and infimned of any required corrective action in the next OfRce action. Tbe objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Applicant hereby cancels claims 1 1-16 and 25-26. 
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Remarks 

Claims 1 to 33 were pending. Claims 1 to 33 are rejected. CUims 1 and 28 arc hereby 
amended. Claims 3, 1 M6, and 18-27 have been cancelled. 

S 112 Rejections 

Claims 14-16 and 25-26 stand rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement The claim(s) contams subject matter which was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one ^lled in the 
relevant art that the inventcn(s)» at the time the plication was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

The limitations: a second anchor, a second housing and an optical connector mounted on 
the second end of the cable are not described in the specification. 



Applicant has cancelled claims U-16 and 25-26. 

Based on tbe foregoing, .^>plicant(s) submit the rejections of claims 14-16 and 25-26 
under 35 USC § 1 12, first paragraph, should be withdxawn. 



S 102 Reicctiong 

Claims 1-2. 6. 9-13 and 17 stand rejected under 35 USC S 102fb') as being antjcioated bv 
Coriteetalf4.948.222V 

. The OfSce Action states in part diat: 

Claims 1-2, $, 9-23 mdUm injected tmder 2S U.S.C. 102(b) as befog antic^tedby Coifce et at 

Cofke ct at, figures 2 and 3, disclose an anchored fiber cable md bousing assembly, comprising: 

• A fiber optic cable (6) con^Miaing a sttength roexuber (18) and jacket (17) Ground ths 
strengfJi naeinber, wherein the cable iocludiag a fiist end and a second end; 

• An. anchor (10) toounted on tbe cable at tlje first end, the anchor incJuding an inner sleeve 
(21) and an outer sleeve (10), whereifithe strength member including a first end at fhe fmt 
end of tlt« cable sliucturally engaged with the anchor; and 

• A housing (1) coixqijrising an anchor cavity (15) and a cable inlet, the ancte cavity 
con^ttising a fii^t shoulder for engaging with die anchor, wherein Ifae anchor is mounted m 
file housing cavity and the cable extending througib the cable inle^ and wherein the fii^t 
ahoulder ja engaged wtth flie anchor to prevent the anchor fiom exiling tht bousing tlirougli 
tlic cable inlet (sPince ihe bousing 1 is a box with, peripheral side walls, figure 2 shows the 
anchor 1 0 i$ cnounted on one of the side walls)* 



S 



PAGE 9/13' R(»fD AT 1f2l»2005 12:21:37 PM (Eastern Sta^^ 



3M LEGAL AFFAIRS 512 984 4610 

Application No.: 10/702345 



01/20 '05 11:25 N0.531 10/13 
. Ca$cNQ.: 58970US002 



Applicant has amended claim 1 to include tlie limitati on of claim 3 tliat the anchor cavity 
has a second shoulder and to include tlie limitation that the anchor is mounted in said housing 
cavity between sai d first shoulder and second shoulder. 

Applicant respectfully submits that according to MPEP 2131 "[a] claim is anticipated 
only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently 
described, in a single pri or art reference." (citing Verdegall Bros. V. Union Oil Co. of California, 
2 USPQ2d 105 1, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987)). 

Corke does not disclose an anchor cavity having a second shoulder or an anchor mounted 
in a bousing cavity between a first shoulder and a second shoulder. Accordingly, the reference 
does not describe every element of the claimed invMti on, 

For these reasons, Applicant(s) submit that the cited references will not support a 103(b) 
rejection of the claims invention and request that the rejection be withdrawnu 

Claims 1-5. 7 and 28-33 are rejected under 35 U.S,C. 102n>^ a& being anticipated bv 
Abendschein et al. f4.795.229V 

Abendschein et al., figures 2 and 3» disclose ajo anctored fi.ber cable and housing assensblyf coniprisiDg: 

• a fiber optic cable (25) comprising a slrength tnembet (33) mi jacket (32) around the strengfih 
roember, wJierein the cable including a first end and a second end; 

• an anchor mounted on the cable at the first end, the anchor including an inner sleeve (17) and an 
outer skeve (18), wbei>»in the strength member including a &5t end at fite first end of the cable 
structurally cngagpd with the anclior; and 

• a housing (16) cojiqirisiiig an anchor cavity (51) and a cable inlet (53), the anchor cavity 
con^irising a first shoulder (see a figure below) for engagmg with the anchor, wherein the anchor 
is mounted in tlte housing cavity and the cable extending through the cable inlet, and wherein d^e 
first shoulder is engaged with the anchor to prevent the anchor from, exhdng the housing through 
the cable inlfit. 

Regarding claim 2, tlie fiber optic cable including an optical fiber (31) in the jacket, S^garding 
clflhn 3^ wherein tJtc stnchor cavity con^jrismg a second shoulder (see ttie figure below), wherein 
the housing comprising an opiical fiber outlet (56), and wherein the second shoulder is engaged 
with tlie anchor to prevent die anchor firom exiting the housing tltrough the optical outlet. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, die strength member coixiprising si plurality of filaments and the 
filaments comprising aramid filaments. 

Regarding claim 7, wherein die anchor outer sleeve including a first end oriented towards the first 
end of the cable, whercm the anchor inner sleeve including a first end oriented towards the first 
cod of the cable and a fixirt: flange (71) extending fiom the first end, and wherein the strength 
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tnember extending ftom toe first end of the cable and is structurally eDgagcd between the iifst end 
of the outfit sleeve mi the inner sleeve fixmt fbnge. 

Regarding claims 28-33^ the fcatpfes m the method clauns are identical to those in the apparatus 
claims. Therefore, the method of anchoring a fiber optic cable m a housing alone is not a 
patentable features. 

Applicant has amended claims 1 and 28 to include the limitation that the anchor is 
mounted in a housing cavity between a first shoulder and a second shoulder. 

Applicants respectfully submit that according to MPEP 2131 "[a] claim Is anticipated 
only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently 
described, in a single pri or art reference." (citing Verdegall Bros, V. Union Oil Co. of California, 
2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987)). 

Abendschein does not disclose an anchor mounted between a first and second shoulder. 
Accordingly, the reference does not describe every element of the claimed invention. The 
Exaoiiner states tljat Abendschein discloses an anchor including an inner sleeve (17) and an outer 
sleeve (18) and housing (16), with fjrst and second shoulders as indicated in the following 
grapluc from the Oflice Action. 




1^ shouTder 



10 



PAGE 11/13 ' RCVD AT 1/2012005 12:21:37 PM [Eastem Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF'1/1 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:S12 984 4610 * DURATION ^m'S$):04-38 



3M LEGAL AFFAIRS 512 984 4610 

Application No>: 10/702345 



01/20 '05 11:26 NO. 531 12/13 
^ Case No.: 58970US002 



As can be seen from the graphic, neither element 18 nor element 17 is between the 
shoulderfi. 

For these reasons, Applicant(s) submit that the cited references will not sui>port a 102(b) 
rejection of the claims invention and request that the rejection be withdrawn. 

Claims 18^24 and 27 are retecte d under 35 U.S.C. 102rb^ as bedng anticipated bv Qtt 

AppUcant has cancelled claims 18- 27. Accordingly, tlxis rejection is moot. Applicant 
reserves tlieir right to traverse, and argue against, this rejecti on if it is raised in future prosecution 
proceedings. 

SlQ3Jgciections 

Claim 8 stands refected under 35 USC S 103f a^ as being unpatentable over Corke et al 
f4,?48.Zg2) jn view of Qtt (5,559,91 7). 
The 0£Cice Action states in part: 

Corke et al. disclose tJie instant claimed invcmion, as described above except for the strength i»ei«ber 
extends over ibe jacket towards the second end of tlie cable, between Che jacket and the outer $leeve, 

Ott, figure 3, discloses a connector for terminated fiber optic cable having a cable (21) having a sixeugtb 
meijjber (20) extends over a jacket (1 1) and between the jadcet and an outer sleeve (12). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the thne the invention was made to provide Corke et al. to have 
the strength member extends over the jacloet towards the second end of the cable, between the jacket and the 
outer sleeve, as taught by CU, in order to iniprove retention of the strength member within the outer sleeve. 

Applicant has amended claim 1 to include the limitation of claim 3 that the anchor cavity 
has a second shoulder and to include the limitation that the anchor is mounted to. said housing 
cavity between said first shoulder and second shoulder. 

Applicants respectfully submit that according to MPEP 2142, to estabhsh a case of prima 
facie obviousness, three basic criteria must be met: 1) there must be some suggestion or 
motivation, either in flie refeences or generally known to one skilled in the art, to modify or 
combine reference teachings, 2) there must be reasonable expectation of success, and 3) prior art 
references must teach or suggest all the claim limitations. The ability to modify the method of the 
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references is not sufficient. The rcfercace(s) tmst provide a motivation or reason for making the 
changes. Ex parte Chicago Rawhide Manufacturing Co., 226 USPQ 438 (PTO Bd, App, 1984). 

Applicants respectfully submit that the references cannot support a case of prima facie 
obviousness as to tlie claims because, among other possible reasons^ the cited rejferences do not 
provide a motivation or suggest for an anchor cavity having a second shoulder or an ajichor 
mounted in a housing cavity between a first shoulder and a second shoulder because this would 
require a different anchor design. In addition, these references do not disclose all the elements of 
the present invention because they do not disclose an anchor cavity having a second shoulder or 
an anchor mounted in a housing cavity between a first shoulder and a second shoulder. 

Neither Corke nor Ott disclose an anchor cavity having a second slioulder or an anchor 
mounted in a housing cavity betweoi a first shoulder and a second shoulder. Accordingly^ the 
references do not describe every element of the claimed invention. 

For these reasons, AppMcantCs) submit that the cited references will not support a 103(a) 
rejection of tlje claims invention and request that the rejection be withdrawn. 

hi addition to the foregoing arguments, Applicant(s) submit that a dependent claim should 
be considered allowable when its parent claim is allowed. In re McCairn, 1012 USPQ 411 
(CCPA 1954), Accordingly, provided the independent claims are allowed, all claims depending 
therefittm should also be allowed. 

Baaed on the fiaregoing, it is submitted that tiae application is in condition for allowance. 
Withdrawal of the rqections under 35 U.S.C* 102, 103, and 1 12 is requested. Examination and 
reconsideration of the claims are requested. 

Tlie Examiner is invited to contact Appljcant(s)' attorney if the Examiner believes any 
remaining questions or issued could be resolved. 



Respectfully submitted, 




MelanieaGover,Reg.No.: 41,793 
Telephone No.: (512)984-4308 



Office of ItiteUcctuaJ Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
FacsimUeNo.: 651-736-3833 
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